Minutes confirmed by members of the Island Council
MINUTES OF THE ASCENSION ISLAND COUNCIL (AIC)
MEETING HELD IN THE COURT HOUSE,
Monday, 27th June 2016 at 13:30hrs
Present:

(by telephone) HE Governor Lisa Phillips
HH Administrator Marc Holland
Walter Scott, Solicitor General
Jamie Manson, Director of Resources
Councillor Samantha Arms-Lawrence
(by telephone) Councillor Jacqui Ellick
Councillor Nicholas John
Councillor Cyril Leo
Councillor Caroline Yon

In attendance:

Nicola Dillon, Clerk of Council

Apologies:

Councillor Keturah George

1. Introductions
The Administrator began by saying that the meeting was quite significant as it was the last scheduled
formal meeting of the Council. Members had been in office since the 2013 Elections and Council would
be dissolved on 2 August. The Administrator said that he had enjoyed working with elected members;
Council had worked through some difficult times and he acknowledged the positive difference that
members input made to the quality of work that AIG did. One of the examples of this partnership was
the work that was happening to reopen the Georgetown Bakery. This was an issue that was not on the
Council agenda at the time, but by working with councillors and the electorate it looked like this would
come to fruition soon. There were some issues that still needed to be resolved, including the future of
the air link, fisheries and employment law (it was hoped that the employment law would be progressed
by the new HR Director during the next electoral cycle).
In addressing the Council the Governor said that this was her second meeting with Council and she was
amazed at how different the agendas for the two islands were which she felt reflected how different the
two islands were. The Governor said that she was looking forward to coming to Ascension to meet
councillors in person as this would help her to understand the issues.
The Administrator opened the floor to councillors for comment. Cllr John reflected on previous
discussions in which it sometimes felt that democracy wasn’t working; however, in fairness he felt that a
lot of progress had been made in the last three years. It was a joint effort between AIG, members of the
Council and the Governor’s office and locally, he felt that democracy and partnership was working.
2. Confirmation of Minutes
The minutes of the Island Council meeting held on 31 May 2016 were adopted without amendment and
would be published on the AIG website (www.ascension-island.gov.ac).
3. Matters Arising
3.1. Policing
Cllr Arms-Lawrence addressed a comment made by Cllr Yon at the last formal meeting and clarified that
the discussion that was held in a previous informal meeting was triggered by concerns raised by
members of the public regarding the approach of police officers when carrying out their duties. Cllr Yon
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was happy with the clarification and confirmed that she had been approached by members of the public
who were pleased that the police were taking a proactive approach in community policing. The
Administrator confirmed that the Chief of Police, Trevor Botting, had met with the team to discuss their
methods and approach and would be visiting the island in late July.
3.2. Youde case
Cllr Leo said that as a result of the appeal on behalf of the Youde family, the Governor had made a
decision which allowed the Youde family to remain on Ascension for an additional four months. Cllr
Leo said that he was disappointed with the decision as he believed that under the circumstances, the
family should have been granted the full support they required to retain their livelihood on Ascension
and maintain their plans over the next two years. The Governor confirmed that she had nothing further
to add to her decision.
Cllr Leo concluded by saying that the Youde family had given him permission to use their son’s story in
the interest of reviewing and correcting the relevant legislation; however, they were grateful to the
Governor for allowing them to stay on island for an additional period.
The Administrator said that the decision was not an easy one as there was a clear legal framework to
work within. The family had been given additional time to make the necessary arrangements for their
return to St Helena. The Governor’s team and the Social Worker were working to ensure a smooth
transition.
4. Airlink Update
The Administrator introduced the subject by saying that the people on Ascension were grateful for the
extension of the RMS until September. The Independent recently published a lot of information on air
access (edition published 24 June 2016) and this was widely read by the public; however, the
Administrator asked the Governor to give Council an update.
In her last update that she gave Council, the Governor had told Council that SHG was looking for an
interim service; a plane that was capable of flying in and could cope with the tail winds on the second
runway. Meanwhile, the Governor said that wind data was being collected on the main runway – this
would enable the bigger planes which Comair have to land. This data will not be ready to enable Comair
to operate before 2017.
In the meantime, however, SHG was looking to see if there was an interim solution – several options had
been submitted and were being considered, and in its last edition the Independent published one of the
interim solutions. The problem that SHG was finding was that this was the start of the northern
hemisphere summer holidays and it was difficult to find a plane that was available during this period.
SHG hoped to make an announcement soon on interim measures for access to the islands, as the
Governor was aware of the public’s need to plan and have certainty with future arrangements.
Cllr Leo said that he hoped that good news could be made public as soon as possible as the people on
Ascension were getting frustrated at not being able to plan as in many cases people needed to plan
months in advance. The Governor agreed with Cllr Leo. When asked about a timeframe for an
announcement, she said that ideally within the week, but following the referendum on 23 June and the
turmoil in the UK she was unsure when an announcement could be made. The Governor confirmed that
the interim solution would include Ascension.
Council would wait for the Governor’s announcement on future travel arrangements and would
ensure that the message was circulated to the public promptly.
Cllr Leo enquired about the Airlink Agreement which had been circulated to elected members; he
wanted to know if this formed part of the update to members. The Administrator explained that he sent
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it to members for their information; and in response to Cllr Leo’s question why councillors were not
consulted on the formulation of the agreement the Administrator said that it was an agreement between
the governments of the United Kingdom and the United States and was an interim agreement while the
terms of the Wideawake Agreement were negotiated. Cllr Leo was interested to know whether the
discussions on the costs and conditions took into consideration that the US Government occupied a vast
amount of land on island but did not pay property tax. The Administrator said that the focus of the
Airlink Agreement was quite narrow to enable a plane from St Helena to land on Ascension and for
Wideawake airfield to be used as a divert option for flights to St Helena. Cllr Leo stated that local taxes
were being by-passed by the US Govt and the Council should have been involved in the decision for this
reason alone. The Administrator said that the US Govt was aware of the issues and were a part of the
wider debate on the future of Ascension. The Airlink Agreement had been the priority to have the
permissions in place which would allow a plane to land on Ascension.
The Administrator would check to see if the Airlink Agreement could be made public
5. Public Holiday: ratification of Proclamation declaring 4 July a holiday
The SG explained that prior to the meeting Council had advised the Governor via email that they were
happy for the Governor to declare the 4 July to be a public holiday in accordance with the Public
Holidays Ordinance. The Proclamation was issued on 15 June and Council was now asked to formally
ratify their advice for the purpose of the minutes.
Cllr John asked the Administrator whether companies had offered their thoughts on the decision. The
Administrator said that initially companies were enthusiastic about the holiday, but were less enthusiastic
when it became clear that this was not the final sailing of the RMS. There would be cost implications for
companies; however, there were various activities for residents, including a party on Sunday 3 July, to
celebrate the ship and its crew.
All five councillors who were present were happy to confirm their advice to the Governor to
declare Monday, 4 July 2016 to be observed as a public holiday on Ascension to celebrate the
service of the RMS St Helena over the last 26 years and to recognise its importance to Ascension
Island.
The Administrator said that in order to accommodate the preparations for the weekend’s programme
staff had had to work hard during the last few days to make sure that logistical arrangements were in
place to get the crew ashore so that they too, could come to the party.
6. Fisheries Update
The Director of Conservation and Fisheries, Dr Judith Brown, said that the debate regarding reopening
the commercial fishery/having an MPA had dominated the Council agenda over the last year and she
wanted to provide the Governor and members with an update on fisheries and conservation in general.
Following the UK decision for Ascension to only open 50% of its zone to commercial fishing (with a
50% closed area) in October 2015, AIG hosted a scientific workshop (in April 2016) to establish the
research priorities needed to inform the placement of the final Marine Protected Area (MPA) and to
evaluate its long-term effectiveness. The workshop was attended by 29 leading marine scientists,
conservations and policy makers.
During the last licensing period only two fishing vessels registered. Dr Brown said that the vessels
fished in the Ascension zone for a period of 31 and 34 days respectively. The next licensing round
would commence in August 2016. Data obtained from the satellite surveillance project indicated a high
level of apparent compliance with the Ascension Island EFZ (Exclusive Fishing Zone) regulations.
Dr Brown told Council that a new donor had shown interest in funding a further £300k of marine
scientific research on Ascension. The funding is in addition to the £300k which the UK Govt will
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provide for marine protection and enforcement.
Closer to home, work on the inshore fishing regulations was continuing and would be brought to the next
Council. The work had highlighted the need to protect shark species around Ascension, which were
vulnerable to overfishing due to low reproduction rates. This led to a proposal by Conservation to add all
shark species to the schedule of protected species under the Wildlife Protection Ordinance.
Finally Dr Brown was pleased to report that the Biosecurity Report had been completed. The
recommendations from the consultant’s report would be addressed by the new Terrestrial Conservation
officer. The report would be made available to the Council prior to their next meeting.
Cllr Yon asked whether in view of recent events in the UK1 whether the UK Govt funding was ringfenced and if it would be affected by future events and the probability of a general election in the UK.
Dr Brown stated that the Blue Belt initiative was a manifesto commitment (of all major parties) and it
seemed unlikely that the NGO’s would allow the government to renege on their agreements – she would
check with the Foreign Office about this.
In ending Dr Brown thanked the Council for their support during their term in office to both fisheries and
conservation on Ascension.
7. Hydroponics Update
The hydroponics project was up and running and the first crops had been harvested and made available
via the local shops. The official opening of the site was taking place later that day. The Administrator
said that the project was a good example of being able to deliver on a project that benefitted the whole
island.
Councillors were given sight of the proposed costs for the produce; the Administrator said that the costs
just about covered the overheads and were affordable to the public. AIG had negotiated with local shops
to keep their mark-up as low as possible. Initially the project would produce baby leaf salad, lettuce, pak
choi, tomatoes, cucumbers etc. Over the previous weekend there had been two successful open days and
over 150 people visited the site.
Cllr Yon said that she visited the site over the weekend and was very impressed with it; she wasn’t sure
what to expect, but the speed with which everything grew was quite impressive and the layout was good.
A positive off-shoot from the project had been the encouragement by the consultant who had set up and
masterminded the project, Stephen Herron, for local people to get involved which boded well for the
future sustainability of the project.
Cllr Leo said that he had also been visiting the site and following the progress of the project and he
acknowledged Stephen’s hard work that he put into getting the site up and running. Cllr Leo hoped that
the future would prove that all his work would not have been in vain.
The Administrator echoed Cllr Leo’s sentiments and said that AIG had brought in an experienced site
manager who would take the project forward and hopefully train up others to ensure the sustainability of
the operation.
Cllr John asked about the arrangements between the shop and the site; he said that it would not be
helpful to the shop if they placed their orders for produce but found that people were buying directly
from the site. The Administrator confirmed that no produce would be sold from the site and everyone
was encouraged to buy through the main supermarkets.

1

The EU referendum which was held on 23 June 2016, which resulted in a vote for the UK to leave the European
Union
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The Administrator agreed to send the Governor some photos so that she could publicise the
project via social media; an article would also be published in the Islander.
8. Pier/Infrastructure
With the support of FCO, the Government was managing projects to upgrade the pier and other
infrastructure projects. The projects were still in their early stages; a tender process would be undertaken
in the coming months to get a consultancy report on the requirements for the projects. In the meantime
Users were in the process of submitting their requirements which would inform the outcome of the
report.
Cllr Leo asked about the two MOD plans which had been submitted recently in respect of the Pier Head;
to which the Administrator informed council that these would form part of the documents which would
be submitted to the consultants. The Administrator confirmed that the Tender Board would make the
final decision, but that the consultant would be seeking the advice of the local workforce and residents in
their research.
This was a long-term project over 3 – 4 years that would require support from FCO and would be
spearheaded by the Policy Officer on island.
9. Crèche Proposal
The Administrator said that when the new regulations for Child-minding were brought in recently there
was concern that some child-minders had stopped offering their services and there was a perceived gap
in the provision of local childcare. Cllr George made some initial enquiries about setting up a privatelyrun crèche although she has not formally submitted a proposal. In the meantime AIG had also looked at
setting up a government-run crèche however, when the Social Worker Rob Parfrey looked into this he
found that there was not adequate demand to warrant the need for a crèche. Having spoken to parents,
most of them had managed to make adequate provision for childcare and more recently another childminder had registered her interest in offering child-minding services.
The Administrator said that for now AIG had paused its work on providing a crèche and would hear
from Cllr George (on her return from leave) whether she wanted to continue with her private sector
proposal. The Administrator explained to the Governor that currently children were looked after by
registered child-minders in their homes.
10. Falklands Safeguarding roadmap
This item was first introduced in November 2015 in preparation for the JMC (Joint Ministerial Council)
and was an initiative from the Falkland Islands for all of the British Overseas Territories to sign up to a
roadmap to best practice in child safeguarding in all of the territories. St Helena was about to sign up to
the roadmap and it was a good opportunity for council to advise the Governor that Ascension also
wished to sign up. The council was cautioned about some of the commitments of the roadmap and the
relevance to Ascension. By comparison St Helena had greater resources and a more ‘normal’
community than Ascension.
The advice from Council to the Governor was that Ascension would sign up to the roadmap but would
include a caveat that recognised the unique political and/or resource constraints that might prevent the
Government from fulfilling all the obligations and commitments of the agreement.
All 5 councillors present agreed with the caveat and recommended that Ascension should sign up
to the roadmap.
Action: the SG to email the Governor with the terms of the caveat to include in her letter of acceptance
on behalf of the territory
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11. Business proposal: the Rock Shop
Council had received a proposal from Mrs Elaine Arms who was applying to operate a gift shop from the
premises in Georgetown known as the Rock Shop. The proposal was to sell souvenirs and gifts from the
South Atlantic islands as well as offering tea, coffee etc. The business would be geared towards tourists.
Councillors were generally content with the business proposal; however, Cllr Yon referred to a question
raised at the informal meeting on 24 June about the proposed bakery. Cllr Yon wondered if the bakery
was still going ahead as Mrs Arms and her husband were also planning to re-open the bakery in
Georgetown.
The Director of Resources, Jamie Manson, said that the bakery was still going ahead, however, there had
been a delay from the supplier of the control panels. DoR was pleased to advise that the panels should
have arrived on the RMS which called at Ascension the previous day and would be installed soon. Once
the units were installed and minor remedial works were completed Mr and Mrs Arms would be able to
move in and get up and running soon.
All 5 councillors were in favour of the business proposal in respect of the Rock Shop
Action: to formally commission the installation of units and clean up of bakery. The clerk would inform
Mrs Arms that the application was approved and prepare the necessary paperwork.
12. The Future of Ascension (Cllr Cyril Leo)
Cllr Leo circulated a paper entitled ‘The Future of Ascension – Memorandum 3’ to members prior to the
meeting. He opened his presentation by saying that in the 2012 White Paper2 the Prime Minister
declared “(this) Government is as ambitious for our territories as we are for the United Kingdom”.
Cllr Leo went on to say that the UK is responsible for 14 Overseas Territories, one of which is the
territory of St Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha. The White Paper clearly stated that each
territory had a unique community and it was for the territory to shape the future of its own community.
Cllr Leo said that the paper went on to say that the vision for the territories was to have vibrant and
flourishing communities. In his letter of 24 December 2015, Cllr Leo had said that Minister Duddridge
had pointed out the significance of working within the one territory principle as the future of Ascension
is addressed.
Cllr Leo said that he could not accept that when requested by elected members the three councils of the
territories were not able to officially acquaint each other through council to collectively decide on
matters that are of common importance. As a result of this confusion and the need for clarity Cllr Leo
said that he was tabling the memo so that the electorate could be properly informed by the Governor
before the next General Election. The decision sought was based on the UK’s One Territory principle
specifically emphasised by the Minister in reference to the 2012 White Paper.
Cllr Leo’s memorandum sought answers to the following questions in preparation for the next General
Election on Ascension:
1. To provide the Electorate with clarification on the current status and the role and remit of elected
representatives according to the South Atlantic Territories Constitution and the Island
Government (Ascension) Ordinance in relation to democracy, elected representation and the
good governance on Ascension.
2. To inform the Electorate if elected members are officially an integral part of the Ascension
Island Government or just attached to the Council to serve as advisors to the Governor on
demand.

2

White Paper on the Overseas Territories published 28 June 2012. (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/theoverseas-territories)
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3. To inform the Electorate if the UK Government will permit elected representation on Ascension
to progress from advisory to legislative function.
The Governor thanked Cllr Leo for the memo, which she only received earlier in the day and as such had
not had a chance to consider a response. Her initial response was that the powers of the council were as
described in the Constitution; in order to make laws Council was a part of the legislative process. The
Governor saw the Council as playing an important role in this process as she relied on the Council’s
advice as she was not on the island – she used the morning’s discussions as an example of the value of
the advice that councillors gave to her. The Governor was aware of councillors concerns regarding the
future of Ascension, and advised that the decisions will come out of the discussions on the island’s
infrastructure.
In his response to the Governor’s initial advice, Cllr Leo reiterated his expectations that in preparation
for the General Election that the electorate were informed of the role and remit of the Island Council and
that the Governor would clarify what the UK Government’s intentions were in regard to the Council
moving from an advisory body to a legislative body. With regards the importance of the role of the
Council in its advisory capacity Cllr Leo said that over the years he had enough experience of how
elected representation in its advisory form was not good enough to carry forward the progress for the
people in as far as political, social and economic advancement was concerned.
For her research the Governor said that over the last few years Council had passed 16 laws, which she
did not think was indicative of a body that could not take forward the social and economic development
of an island.
Cllr John referred to the Constitution which was a tool for the Councils of Ascension, St Helena (and
Tristan da Cunha) to work with. He acknowledged the recent failing when a decision by the Ascension
Island Council to have a full fishery was overruled by the Minister in favour of an MPA/Fishery
partnership. Cllr John said that perhaps what Cllr Leo was asking for was a change in the Constitution to
suit Ascension. The Administrator told members that the question of changing the constitution was a
matter for the UK Government.
Cllr Leo gave a further example when in the last year he asked for a review of the Land and Business
Policy. This, he said, was a piece of legislation that needed to be reviewed and improved so that there
were options and opportunities for local taxpayers. In the end the policy was reviewed by AIG without
consulting members of the Council.
The Administrator explained that the Land and Business Policy was introduced in 2008 following the
Right of Abode decision and in 2015 AIG carried out a light touch revision of the policy without
changing the underlying principles of the policy. The work that the Government carried out on the
policy was a technical update and only a few minor adjustments were made e.g. to ensure the policy
referred to businesses still in operation on the island.
It was decided that the past minutes would be reviewed to ascertain what exactly was requested
and agreed. The Administrator undertook to the send the Governor a copy of the policy along
with the relevant documents.
Cllr Leo suggested that the policy should be brought back to Council again and reviewed properly. The
SG explained that although the policy was not reviewed at the time the document had been updated to
make it current. The work that was carried out looked at the mechanics of the policy – there was no
intention not to consult Council. The update occurred at the same time that Council requested a review
of the wider policy to look at giving people better property rights and might have seemed at cross
purposes with what Council originally intended.
Cllr Leo explained that if a private individual were to invest in a property on the island, under the current
policy it was not possible to sell the property or to bequeath it to a family member, it had to be returned
or given (if a new build) to the Government or destroyed. This was one of the areas that Cllr Leo wanted
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to be reviewed - it was not a request to look at right of abode, although he agreed with the SG that the
two issues were inextricably linked.
The SG advised that when the update of the policy took place in 2015, he did not believe there had been
a decision to review to original 2008 Policy, which would have been a significant exercise and not
something that was undertaken in 2015
Cllr Yon asked whether the new Council could request a review of the policy. She referred to recent
suggestions that one of the Council committees could have a remit for Tourism and Development.
Having a tourism industry on island would inevitably mean that there would be a requirement for more
small businesses. Cllr Yon went on say that the Government was asking people to invest their own
money into the island, for the benefit of the island, but it was difficult for them to get a return on their
money especially if they used their own money to do up property. Cllr Yon also referred to the future of
Ascension discussions which were dependent upon the outcome of the Pier Head and Infrastructure
projects and the lack of external funding which was available to Ascension. The Land and Business
policy in its present form was not designed to attract new investors. Cllr Yon said her initial view of the
Future of Ascension discussions was that it would address these issues, however, the current line of
direction of consultants and tender processes seemed to be deflecting the real discussion.
In concluding his comments on the discussion, Cllr Leo said that one of the reasons for asking for the
initial review (in 2015) was that in a group discussion with constituents the question came up about
building a small place that could be rented to tourists. The policy as it stands does not allow this but Cllr
Leo said that he would seek a review.
The Administrator said that he could see both Cllr Leo’s and Cllr Yon’s points of view and what they
wanted to achieve, i.e., a property situation akin to St Helena and other parts of the world. At the
moment the current UK Govt policy was that everything is owned by the Crown and by looking at
property rights Council would be challenging the status quo on right of abode. The two are linked and it
is difficult to make a concession on one without overturning UK Govt policy on the other. However, the
discussions on the pier and the infrastructure would likely lead to the discussions that Cllr Leo was
requesting on the future of Ascension.
Cllr Yon recognised the difficulties, however, she asked the SG whether there was an opportunity to
review the legislation to provide for extended leases still with property rights linked to the ability to be
on the island, i.e., employment contracts which would not bestow right of abode further to generations
down the line. The SG said that currently there was scope within the policy for some Land Occupancy
Permits for commercial enterprises to be granted for a number of years (i.e., 20 years in cases) which
would give businesses assurances for their investments.
In summing up the Administrator said that the discussion on who financed the pier and infrastructure
projects would open up the discussion on the island’s future; the sums of money required would force
the argument. The Governor reiterated these comments.
Cllr Leo ended by saying that he hoped that the Governor would read his memorandum and respond
accordingly, especially in light of the lengthy and quite useful debate which Council had enjoyed. The
Governor concurred and said that she relied on Council to advise her and to give her direction.
The Governor would respond to Cllr Leo’s memorandum following the meeting. (See annex A for
Governor Phillips’ response)
13. Any Other Business
13.1. Two Boats School (Cllr Yon)
Cllr Yon referred to the presentation by the consultant Head Teacher, Keith Sedgwick, to Council
at their informal meeting on 24 June. Cllr Yon said that she wished to express her thanks formally
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to Mr Sedgwick for the work that he had done since he arrived. The school was much improved
and the atmosphere was happier and it was a more welcoming place. In addition the pupils were
doing well and the teaching staff were happier. He had done a very good job and he was leaving
the school in a good position. The Administrator seconded Cllr Yon’s comments.
13.2. Cllr Ellick’s MBE (Cllr Yon)
Cllr Yon offered her congratulations to Cllr Ellick on her investiture which took place at
Buckingham Palace on 22 June. These sentiments were also shared by all present.
13.3. Governor Phillips’ approach (Cllr Leo)
Cllr Leo took the opportunity to acknowledge the new approach that Governor Phillips had brought
to the territory with her personal touch to ensure that people felt valued and the efforts she was
making to keep people informed. Cllr Leo said that the Governor’s inclusive approach was
creating real hope for the territory. The residents of Ascension were skilful, creative and
resourceful and he hoped that under Governor Phillips their true potential would be realised and
utilised to the full and allowed to thrive in the best interests of Ascension and the residents. In
reference to the UK’s White Paper on the OTs Cllr Leo said that the people of Ascension did have
the potential to create a flourishing community and as the future of Ascension is addressed he
hoped that this would mean democratic, political, social and economic advancement for the people.
The Governor thanked Cllr Leo for his words.
In her closing comments the Governor said that she was looking forward to coming to Ascension to meet
everyone. She said that she was trying a new approach which was based on social media and inclusivity and
she welcomed councillors’ feedback. Governor Phillips reiterated that she needed the advice that Council
provided to her in her role.
The meeting finished at 15:25pm.
Nicola Dillon
Clerk of Council
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ANNEX A
Cyril
At Council on 25 June you presented a memo which requested that I answer three questions about
the status of the Island Council. I have considered your questions and my responses are below. I am
happy for you to share these with your constituents.
1. Governor to provide Electorate clarification of the current status and the role and the remit
of elected representatives according to the South Atlantic Territories Constitution and the
Island Government (Ascension) Ordinance in relation to Democracy, elected representation
and the good governance on Ascension.
The Island Council provides an important and key function supporting the Governor in ensuring
that Ascension Island is governed in accordance with the partnership principles set out in the
Constitution and ensuring the good governance of Ascension. It performs this function as an
advisory council, advising the Governor on the formulation of government policy and also in its
advisory role in the legislative process, advising the Governor on new legislation. The Council’s
powers are set out in the 2009 Constitution and the Island Government (Ascension) Ordinance
2008.
2. Governor to inform Electorate if elected members are officially an integral part of the
Ascension Island Government or just attached to Council to serve as advisors to the Governor
on demand.
As set out in the 2009 Constitution and the Island Government (Ascension) Ordinance 2008, the
Island Council is an integral part of the executive function of the Ascension Island Government,
advising the Governor when she is formulating policy.
3. Governor to inform Electorate if the UK Government will permit elected representation on
Ascension to progress from advisory to legislative function.
No, there are currently no plans to change the advisory powers of the Island Council as set out in
the 2009 Constitution and the Island Government (Ascension) Ordinance 2008.
Lisa Phillips
Governor
St Helena, Ascension, Tristan da Cunha
The Castle
Jamestown
St Helena
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